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Inside this issue: 
Happy Summer! 

 Although the end of this school year was anything but con-
ventional, we want to recognize all students, parents, and teach-
ers for their resilience and hard work over these last few months. 
We especially want to wish the graduates well as they go on in 
their studies and their careers. Congratulations everyone!  

 With the province moving to reduce pandemic restrictions, 4
-H Ontario has developed a framework for returning to in-person 
4-H activities. This package includes a checklist of requirements 
along with guidelines for social distancing, cleanliness, and other 
recommendations for best practices. More information can be 
found on Page 4 and in the documents attached to the July 2020 
newsletter email.  

 Until we move on to this new way of doing 4-H, though, in-
person activities continue to be suspended. 4-H Ontario will be 
presenting virtual conferences and camps to keep members of all 
ages busy this summer. And thanks to the creativity of our volun-
teers, Huron County 4-H will be offering events like Go For the 
Gold and the Judging Competition virtually so we can keep 
“Learning to Do By Doing!” Check out Pages 7 and 8 for the de-
tails. 

 As always, we encourage everyone to be well and stay safe. 

We look forward to seeing you all soon. 

I pledge : 

My HEAD to clearer thinking,  my HEART to greater loyalty, my 
HANDS to larger service, my HEALTH to better living, 

For my club, my community, my country, and my world. 
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Huron County 4-H Leaders’ Association 

Executive: 

President: Curtis McNeil, 519-525-2948, mcneil.curtis@gmail.com 

1st Vice-President: Melissa Veldman, 519-440-8187, msparling87@gmail.com 

2nd Vice-President: Sarah Shapton, 226-268-1292, dsshapton@tcc.on.ca 

 

Other Volunteer Roles: 

Past President and Association Representative: Darrell Bergsma, 519-441-2103, bergie8ca@hotmail.com 

Secretary and Resource Contact: Shannon Ritchie, 519-812-1807, Huron4-HSecretary@hotmail.com  

Treasurer: Holly Holyoake, 519-395-3471, hurontreasurer4h@gmail.com 

Volunteer Screening Contact: Mary Lynn MacDonald, 519-262-3123, projects@hay.net 

Newsletter Editor: Jeanette Schramm, 519-441-0491, huroncounty4hnews@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Jolande Oudshoorn, Jolande.Oudshoorn@gmail.com 

Directors: 

Betty Jane Higgins, 519-887-6143 

Amy Vingerhoeds, 519-229-8810 

Nick Vinnicombe, 519-440-9633 

Mary Lynn MacDonald, 519-262-3123 

Coordinators: 

Membership—Erica Murray, 519-615-2684, hc4hmac@hotmail.com 

Awards– Kim Higgins, 519-357-5178, kh@tnt21.com 

Christine MacIntyre, 519-357-8646, pcmacintyre@hurontel.on.ca 

Go For the Gold—Marita Oudshoorn, 519-529-3656, oudshoorn@hurontel.on.ca 

Judging Competition—Amy Vingerhoeds, 519-229-8810, avingerhoeds@quadro.net 

 

4-H Ontario Coordinator, Volunteer Support: Stephanie Campbell, region5@4-

Hontario.ca  

Don’t forget to like 

and follow Huron 

County 4-H Ontario 

on Facebook for the 

latest news and 

events! 
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Commit to Kids Training 
A reminder to all volunteers that the Commit to Kids Training 
is required to be completed by Dec 31, 2020.  As a 4-H pro-
gram, we are committed to ensuring that our volunteers are 
prepared to lead positive youth development activities in a 
safe and inclusive environment. You would have received an e-
mail Feb 3, 2020 with all of the instructions. If you need assis-
tance, please contact our regional rep Stephanie Campbell at 
519.856.0992 x487 or region5@4-hontario.ca.  

Important Information for Leaders 

New Volunteer Orientation (NVO) 

NVO is a requirement for all volunteer candidates and is completed by online webinar. This 
orientation provides hands-on experience in order to equip candidates with the necessary 
skills they will require to volunteer with 4-H. For details and a list of NVO session dates, please 
see: https://www.4-hontario.ca/volunteers/training-screening/new-volunteer-training.aspx   
 

Re-engagement Training for Existing Volunteers  
Do you need re-engagement training? Use the online resources (follow link below) and sub-
mit the questionnaire for one of the sessions to update your volunteer training. Volunteers 
are required to have re-engagement training every 2 years and complete a background check 
every 3 years: https://docs.google.com/…/1FAIpQLSeXRHJJCrNEvZN9v7…/viewform  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using Zoom for Club Meetings 
The Huron County 4-H Leaders’ Association has purchased a Zoom account for the purpose of 
holding virtual meetings. This account can be used on request by Huron County leaders and 
clubs at no cost. If this is new to you, be sure to follow the 4-H Virtual Meeting Support 
Group on Facebook for ideas. For more information or to book a meeting time slot, please 
email or phone your Director IT Contact, Nick Vinnicombe at nvinn97@outlook.com or 519-
440-9633. For a complete list of questions and answers concerning 4-H in the era of COVID-
19, please see: 4-H Ontario Frequently Asked Questions 2020. 

 

4-H Canada Leaders Learn Webinars 

Check out these resources for training on chaperoning, mental health support, and more at 
https://4-h-canada.ca/leaderslearn  
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Important Information for Leaders 

A Message From 4-H Ontario 
Thank you for your patience during the COVID-19 pandemic. The past few months have been challenging for 
many of us. Thank you to all the 4-H volunteers who enthusiastically joined and supported pivoting the 4-H 
program to virtual platforms-you have helped keep our 4-H program strong! The province continues to re-
open and increase numbers for social gatherings. We are closer to being able to resume in-person 4-H activi-
ties, but we are not there yet. Until an area is in Phase 3 of A Framework for Reopening our Province, in-
person 4-H activities continue to be suspended. The health and safety of our 4-H families is our priority.  

 

• All 4-H stakeholders must demonstrate consideration and caution amidst this changing situation. 

• Meetings and events must be planned with the health and safety of all participants as priority. 

• 4-H volunteers and event organizers must ensure all local and provincial Public Health regulations are 
implemented and followed. Resuming in-person programming is voluntary for all 4-H youth and volun-
teers. Respect must be given to youth/parents/guardians and volunteers who wish to opt out of 
attending in-person events. Should youth or their parents/guardians opt not to attend in-person activi-
ties due to COVID 19, attendance will not be a factor in determining project completion. 

• 4-H insurance will be in place for sanctioned 4-H activities; however, 4-H Ontario is not liable for any 
COVID-19 related illnesses. 

• As per public health guidelines, masks/face shields are required when physical distancing cannot be 
maintained. 

• In the coming days more resources including COVID-19 related health and safety signage for club lead-
ers. You can find out more here: https://4-hontario.ca/online 

 

It is understood that not all clubs will be able to operate under these guidelines set out by 4-H Canada and 
Public Health units. 4-H Ontario will continue to move forward with virtual learning opportunities, and these 
resources will continue to be made available to 4-H volunteers. Discussions regarding resuming in-person ac-
tivities must include all club leaders and decisions are to be communicated to all 4-H families as outlined in 
the ‘Return to In-person 4-H Activity Form’. 4-H families will also need to be made aware of compliance re-
quirements for attending and participating in 4-H in-person activities. 
 
All 4-H families will be required to read and agree to the ‘Assumption of Risk and Waiver’ (available at this 
link) before 4-H youth and volunteers can attend a 4-H meeting or activity. Families with shared custody of a 
4-H youth will require both parents’ acknowledgement, which means both parents will need to complete the 
Assumption of Risk and Waiver. The confirmation email(s) outlining proof of receipt by 4-H Ontario must be 
shown to the designated 4-H club leader and marked in the attendance records. 
 
We understand that these are trying times and that returning to in-person activities requires extra planning 
to address the health and safety of all 4-H participants. We ask for your cooperation as we continue to move 
through this challenging and unprecedented time.  
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Important Information for Members 

The 4-H Membership fee 
for 2020 is $100.  

If you are in financial need 
but would like to join 4-H,  

please contact the 
Association for assistance. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE 

Member Registration 

4-H Ontario is launching online member registration! It is strongly recommended that mem-
bers use this service to register—payment is by credit card only. For more information and to 
register, see: https://4-hontario.ca/onlineregistration  

Clubs/Projects 
Did you know that you can take as many 4-H projects as you would 
like each year, all for a single membership fee? Families of 3 or 
more members may be eligible for discounts (contact Holly Holy-
oake at hurontreasurer4h@gmail.com for details).  

For a complete list of clubs, check out our website at: https://
www.4-hontario.ca/4h-in-my-area/huron/clubs.aspx  

Thinking of starting a new club? Huron County 4-H Leaders' Association has put aside funding to give new 
clubs $50 to purchase resources and another $50 when the club is completed. Contact Shannon Ritchie at  

huron4-hsecretary@hotmail.com with your club details! 

Border Hopper Fee 
If you are registered in a different county, but wish to join a club in Huron, the fee is $15. This 
is paid directly to Huron County 4-H via cheque (payable to Huron County 4-H Leaders’ Associ-
ation) or e-transfer (to hurontreasurer4h@gmail.com). 

 
Club News Alert: Hensall 4-H Crazy Cookers 
Check out the videos made by Hensall club members on 
the Huron County 4-H Facebook page! As their Achieve-
ment Day projects for the “Ontario’s Tasty Fruits and Veg-
etables Club,” members showcased delicious recipes for 
soups, cakes, and pies that others can learn and enjoy. 
Members did a fantastic job and with many of the recipes’ 
key ingredients now coming into season in Ontario, you’ll 
find plenty of inspiration for eating local this summer! 
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Important Information for Members 

4-H Ontario’s Online Explore 4-H Project 

Are you a 4-H'er or interested in seeing what 4-H is all about? Do 
you want to complete a 4-H project while normal club activities ad-
just to COVID-19? Learn more about our Online Explore 4-H Project 
here! 

4-H Ontario’s Cloverbud at Home Experience 

Are you a Cloverbud participant and want to complete a Cloverbud experience while club ac-
tivities adjust to COVID-19? Or are you someone between the ages of 6 and 8 who 
is interested in seeing what the 4-H Cloverbud Program is all about? Learn more about our Clo-
verbud at Home Experience here! 

Make sure to follow the Online Explore 4-H Project group on Facebook! 

 

 

Kids Help Phone Counsellors are there for you, whether you just need someone to listen or to ask specific 
questions. There is never any judgement from them and everything you discuss is completely confidential. 

Three ways you can connect with Kids Help Phone: 

Call – 1-800-668-6868 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year 

Text – Text CONNECT to 686868 

Live Chat – KidsHelpPhone.ca   download the free mobile app: Always There

Update: The deadline to submit project 
work has been extended to September 
1, 2020! Both the Online Explore 4-H 
Project and the Cloverbud at Home Ex-
periences have been updated with even 
more activities as well! 

<— Check out this activity completed by 
one of our very own Huron County 4-H 
members! 

For all 4-H Ontario project news, see:  

https://www.4-hontario.ca/youth/opportunities/club-projects/default.aspx  
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Upcoming Events—Huron County 4-H 

Virtual Go For the Gold Competition 

This year’s Huron County 4-H Go For the Gold competi-
tion will be happening virtually using Kahoot! Each 
member will play individually with the 4 highest scoring 
members going on to the Regional competition (also an 
online competition).  

The games will take about 1 hour. You will need 2 de-
vices (ie. a computer, tablet, smartphone). Only paid 
members can play the games, however family mem-
bers can play along offline (please don’t talk with the 
member who is playing).  

Kahoot scoring is based on the faster you answer, the 
higher you score. Everyone has 30 seconds to answer 
each question. If spelling answers are required, spelling 
mistakes can be made if reasonable. 

Competition Date: Tuesday, July 21st at 7:30 p.m. 

The sign up deadline is July 17th. Contact Marita 
Oudshoorn at oudshoorn@hurontel.on.ca 

 

For more information, please read the Local GFTG 
2020—Member Participation Information.  

 

 

 

 

 

What is Kahoot? 

Kahoot is a game-based learning 
platform, used as a tool. Its learning 
games, called “Kahoots,” are user-
generated quizzes that can be accessed 
via a web browser or the Kahoot! app.  

Project Manuals: 

• Beef—Herd Health 
• Goat—Housing and Health 
• Scrapbooking 
• Woodworking– Level 1 
• Personal Fitness 
• Small But Mighty Machines 
• Snowmobile 
• A Greener House 
• Breadventure 
• Veterinary—Muscles (Sec 3) 

and Bones (Sec 4) 
• Horse—Fun With Horses 

(Complete section) 
• Digital Photography 
 
Other Sources: 

• 4-H Ontario Leadership in Ac-
tion 2020 Magazine 

• 2020 4-H Ontario Resource 
Guide 

• Current events 
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Upcoming Events—Huron County 4-H 

 
Also NEW THIS SUMMER: Virtual Judging Competition 
OPEN On-line August 17-23 

We have an exciting new format this year for practicing your 
judging skills!  Huron County is joining with all of Region 5 as we 
host our first ever on-line 4-H Judging Competition. 

Judging will be open to anyone who wishes to try their hand at 
judging! We encourage current 4-H members and non-members 
to participate, including parents, siblings, friends, Junior Farm-
ers, 4-H Leaders, those under 9 and over 21.  

4-H age categories are:  
Novice – 9 or first competition ( 9-13 by Jan 1, 2020) 
Junior           (10-14 by Jan 1, 2020) 
Intermediate (15-17 by Jan 1, 2020) 
Senior           (18-21 by Jan 1, 2020) 
The competition will be open on-line for one week, and partici-
pants will be able to replay videos of classes as many times as 
desired before submitting a placing.  There won’t be reasons this 
year, although individual clubs may set up their own reason 
class. 

LIVESTREAM BROADCAST of competition results will follow the 
next week to wrap up our virtual competition.  

Watch Huron County 4-H Facebook page for more details on 
classes and how to register. Judging criteria for most classes can 
be found in your 4-H Ontario Judging Handbook. 

 For details, contact Amy Vingerhoeds at  
avingerhoeds@quadro.net. 

6  CLASSES to JUDGE: 

BEEF - Breeding Heifers 

DAIRY - Holstein Cows 

SHEEP – Breeding Ewe Lambs 

EGGS 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

“GEAR HEAD” Class                 

I.D. QUIZ 
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Upcoming Events—4-H Ontario 
Youth Adventure Camp (YAC)—2020 Virtual Edition 

Dates: August 10-14, 2020 

Registration Deadline: July 22, 2020 (Cost—$84.75) 

Connect virtually for a fun week of learning to do by doing! Your registration 
fee provides you with an experience of a lifetime delivered for about 4 hours a 
day and a YAC Virtual Edition Camp In A Box mailed directly to you that includes supplies 
needed for the amazing experiences. For youth ages 12-15. More information can be found 
at https://4-hontario.ca/youth/opportunities/camps/youth-adventure-camp.aspx  

 

Virtual Conferences 
4-H Ontario will have information available by July 14th about two virtual conferences:  
 
• Igniting Your Career (For youth ages 16-21) 
Are you looking to gain personal financial skills or information on how to up your resume & 
cover letter game? Or are you wishing you had a better understanding of what an employer is 
looking for in an interview so that you can ace your next one? If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, keep your eye out for the virtual speaker series coming to 4-H Ontario. 
 
• Dairy Sen$e (For youth ages 18-25) 
Are you looking to learn more about financial and farm manage-
ment skills? In this speaker series you will hear from industry ex-
perts about their experiences and how you can implement different 
strategies to help strengthen your farm business.  
 
Both conferences will be in the format of a virtual speaker series. To learn more about 
these great experiences, see https://4-hontario.ca/youth/opportunities/conferences/
default.aspx  

 

Huron IPM 2017 Trust Fund Scholarship Opportunity 

Calling all 2nd year, or beyond, post-secondary/apprenticeship students—the 
2020 scholarship application is now available! See the Huron IPM 2017 Trust 
Fund Scholarships Facebook group for more details. 
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Huron County 4-H Fundraisers 

The Battery Blitz 

This is a year-round fundraiser—take your old 
batteries to any of the following depots:  

- Townsend Tire (Londesborough) 

- K&A Repair (Belgrave) 

- Delta Power/Vincent Farm Equipment (Seaforth) 

- McGavin’s Farm Equipment (Walton) 

- Watson’s Home Hardware (Gorrie) 

- Thompson’s (Hensall).  

Please contact Holly Holyoake at  

hurontreasurer4h@gmail.com for details. 

Huron County 4-H Store 

White Polo Shirts with Huron County 4-H Logo 

Adult sizes (S/M/L/XL) - $18 each 

Youth sizes (S/M/L) - $15 each 

 

“4-H Family Lives Here” Sign 

Solid metal sign (12” x 12”) - $30 each 

 

Please contact Erica Murray at hc4hmac@hotmail.com with your orders and inquiries! 

Cancellations 

Electronics Drive 

In recommendations received from the 
Ontario Electronics Stewardship, we will 
be postponing our electronics collection 
until September 2020.  

Please contact Darrell Bergsma at 

bergie8ca@hotmail.com for more  

information. 

Due to the ongoing situation with COVID-19, many in-person events continue to be can-
celled across the province. Some recent cancellations impacting Huron County 4-H include: 

• Seaforth Fall Fair and 4-H Achievement Day 

• Lucknow Fall Fair 

• Brussels 4-H Lamb Show and Sale 

• Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 

Follow the Huron County 4-H Facebook page for the most up-to-date cancellation info. 
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Lifeskills Leader Contact Information 

Club Leaders  

Wawanosh Mary Ellen Foran, 519-529-7870 

Cathy Drennan, 519-529-7547 

 

Eileen George, 519-357-3451 

Reba Jefferson, 519-529-7870  

Grey Township Monique Baan, 519-887-6998 

Reg Vinnicombe, 519-527-1798 

Jolande Oudshoorn, 519-955-1579  

Nick Vinnicombe, 519-440-9633 

Hensall Mary Lynn MacDonald, 519-262-3123 

Denise Iszczuk, 519-629-3319 

Jolande Oudshoorn, 519-955-1579  

Gitanjali Aggarwal, 647-972-6286  

Shelley Kinsman, 519-263-5221 

Sarah Shapton, 226-268-1292 

Howick Darcey Garniss, 519-335-3681  

Londesborough 
Square Dancing 

Ian Hulley, 519-482-7972 

 

Dorothy Bogie, 519-440-6565   

Belgrave Vet Club Shannon Bieman, 519-357-2647  

Valerie Todd, 519-525-3513 

Jolande Oudshoorn, 519-955-1579  

Club Leaders  

Belgrave/Brussels 
Beef 

Paul Coultes, 519-357-4710  

Cole MacPherson, 519-528-3517 

Kim Higgins, 519-357-5178 

Lucknow Beef Holly Holyoake, 519-395-3471   

Shannon Ritchie, 519-530-8844 

Christine MacIntyre, 519-357-8646 

Mike Metske, 519-440-1157 

Central Huron 
Swine 

Darrell Bergsma, 519-441-2103 

Barb Storey, 519-527-1049  

Don Dodds, 519-527-0686  

Huron Dairy Curtis McNeil, 519-525-2948 

 

Rita and Stefan Gubelmann, 519-527-2428  

Lucknow Sheep Keith Todd, 519-528-2650  Sarah Shapton, 226-268-1292 

South Huron Sheep Deb Falconer, 519-233-5393 

Liz Gras,  519-440-9005 

Florence Pullen, 519-233-7896 

Jolande Oudshoorn, 519-955-1579 

Huron Goat Angela Gerretsen, 519-527-2874  Amy Vingerhoeds, 519-229-8810 

Sod Busters Brian McGavin, 519-527-2394 

Melissa Veldman, 519-440-8187 

Don Dodds, 519-527-0686  

Lucknow Field 
Crops 

Brendan Zettler, 226-230-4102 

Rebecca Miller, 519-619-2645 

Shannon Bieman, 519-357-2647  

 

Agricultural Leader Contact Information 

Corrections: 

Find a mistake in the newsletter? Let us know! Email huroncounty4hnews@gmail.com. 
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Newsletter Submissions 
 

Leaders… 

Are you going to be running a club and want to get the word 
out?  

 

Is your club currently doing something amazing that you 
want to share with the 4-H community? 

 

Members… 

Have you had a great 4-H experience that other members should try? 

 

Did you participate in a provincial or national 4-H event?   

 

We want to hear from you! 
 

 

To have your news and photos published in our next edition, send them to the 
Newsletter Editor by October 1, 2020 at: huroncounty4hnews@gmail.com. 

 

Please include your name, contact information, and a brief description of the an-
nouncement, testimonial, or photo. Members who participate in provincial events, 
don’t forget that you can receive $50 if you contribute a write-up to the newsletter 
(and another $50 if you present or create a display at Judging or Awards Day or 
the Seaforth Fair)! 


