Western Saddle Scorecard

Check quality of leather or synthetic                                                   30 points
Check for cleanliness of saddle
Check for cracks in leather
Check for wear on a synthetic saddle
Check for wrinkles on the seat ( could indicate a cracked tree)
Check stitching
Check for wear marks under the fender flaps 
Make sure it fits your horse 

Check underside of saddle:                                                                10 points
Fleece: avoid worn fleece
Felt: look for areas of heavy wear

Buckles and hardware:                                                                       20 points
Should be brass or stainless steel 
No rust ( can damage leather)
Check buckles used to adjust stirrup leather
Check “D” rings and conchos
Be especially aware of blevins buckles- can slide apart easily when worn this allows the stirrup to fall off.

Tie strap:                                                                                             20 points
Latigoes ( billets) and off billets
Pay close attention to their attachments to saddle
Good condition: no cracks or thin spots
		Supple not dried out
		No tears in tongue holes
Nylon: no fraying
	No tears in tongue holes

Cinch and cinch keepers:						        20 points
Whether it is neoprene, felt/ nylon combinations, fleece, mohair and rayon they must be- Clean no packed hair or dirt
		No cracks or worn spots
		No tears
		Buckles and rings in good condition
		No broken strings

